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The purpose of the oral defence is to present your Master thesis, answer questions, go into more detail about 
methodological and theoretical choices and argue in favour of your conclusions.   
 
The assessment of the oral defence will emphasise the following criteria: 
  

 Your ability to present the issues covered in your thesis.  

 Your ability to consider, argue in favour of and reflect on the theories, methodology and results 
presented in your thesis as well as your ability to go into more detail on your thesis and put it into 
perspective in dialogue with the internal and possibly the external examiner.  

 Your command of the basic principles of oral presentations and your oral communication skills.  
 
A good defence will usually contain the following elements: 
 

 Presentation (approx. 15 min.). You are welcome to jog our memories with a brief introduction on your 
topic and then shift focus to the new, the fantastic, the exciting etc. aspects of the thesis. Here, you can 
focus on issues, results, correlation of theories, methodology or other aspects. It may also be a good 
idea to reflect a bit on what you would do if you were to begin work on a new thesis now with the same 
title/topic. How would you go about it?  

 

 Discussion. Here, the internal examiner (and possibly the external examiner) can ask questions about 
the thesis. The questions may be general and/or more specific, e.g. on theoretical choices or on your 
use of citations, argumentation etc.  

 

 A more open dialogue based, for example, on questions which you are free to suggest (but which we 
are not obliged to discuss) – you may present specific questions in connection with your introductory 
presentation, i.e. suggest an ‘agenda’.  

 

 

 

 

 


