Guidelines for students writing co-supervised bachelor projects in the Politics and Economics

program and theses in the MA Economics specialisation in Public Policy

The purpose of this guide is to provide students who write co-supervised bachelor projects in the
BA programme in Public Policy or MA theses in the Public Policy specialisation of the MA in
Economics programme with a brief overview of the requirements for an interdisciplinary political
science/economics dissertation. The guidelines supplement the requirements of the current study
regulations for bachelor's and master's theses in the Public Policy BA and MA Economics

programme.

Scope
The bachelor thesis has a scope of 20 ECTS, while the MA thesis has a scope of 30 ECTS.

Interdisciplinarity

The bachelor theses are typically written with one supervisor from either the Department of
Economics or the Department of Political Science. However, it is possible that a co-supervisor from
the other department can be attached at the student's request. If the student wants a co-supervisor,
the rules in this guide will apply. For MA theses under the 2019 or later study regulations for the
Public Policy specialisation of the MA in Economics, co-supervision is a requirement, as the main
supervisor will in most cases be from the Department of Economics. For co-supervised bachelor
theses and MA theses, the thesis must thus be interdisciplinary. This means that each of the two
subject areas (political science and economics) must be included with a certain weight. As a rule of
thumb, each area must constitute at least one third of the total dissertation.

Within this framework, it is the student who decides both the topic and the final weighting of the
two subject areas. The student should, however, involve the supervisors in the choice and
delimitation of the research question, so as to ensure that the question is suitable for being treated
interdisciplinarily. The specific purpose of the dissertation and the nature of the question are then
decisive for the weight with which the two subject areas should be included, it is, however, the
expectation that the subject area from which the main supervisor comes has the greatest weight.
The requirement for interdisciplinarity can be met, even if no in-depth practical or theoretical

analyses have been carried out for both subject areas.

The interdisciplinary dissertation can thus
e deal with both political science and economic topics at a high theoretical and analytical

level.



e treat topics related to one subject area at a high theoretical and analytical level, while the
other subject area only has a supportive, explanatory or descriptive function that puts the
dissertation's issues in context and supports the issues' relevance, significance or context.

e place itself somewhere between the two extremes above.

It is the students' responsibility in collaboration with the supervisors to ensure the fulfilment of the
requirement for interdisciplinarity. No fixed framework can be set for how it is determined whether
the requirement has been met. However, it should not be measured solely by the number of pages.
The assessment should be based on the specific dissertation and include, among other things, the
difficulty of the research question, the depth of the analysis and the work effort that underlies the

individual subject areas.

Delimitation of the research question
As a starting point, students are free to choose to write both the BA and MA thesis within the
subject areas included in the programme. If BA theses are written with a main supervisor from

Political Science, the topic is, however, delimited by the BA seminar offered by the supervisor.

Supervisors

For co-supervised BA and MA theses, a supervisor from both the political science and the economic
field must be attached.

It may be appropriate for the students to inform the supervisors early on in the process about how
the weighting is expected to be between the two subject areas. The starting point is that at least two
joint supervision meetings are held with the participation of both supervisors and the student for BA
dissertations and at least three such meetings for MA theses. These meetings should be located
immediately at the beginning of the supervision as well as at key times in the supervision process,
e.g., when there is a draft of a theoretical framework and possibly hypotheses, as well as when a
draft research design is available. At these meetings, in addition to the substantive discussion, an
agreement on the expectations regarding the thesis can be reached both between the two supervisors
and between the supervisors and the student. This ensures coherence so that the student can see the
dissertation as a whole, and it is avoided that the guidance goes in different directions. In addition,
supervision meetings are expected to be held between the student and each of the supervisors as
needed.

The overall responsibility for the overall supervision and thesis process lies with the main

supervisor, who is thus also responsible for the joint supervision meetings and the discussion before



the final grading (see below). However, the initiative for holding meetings etc. comes from the

student.



The grading

The responsibility for examination and grading of the thesis lies with the main supervisor; however,
the co-supervisor is expected to participate at the oral defence and the subsequent discussion with
the external examiner. Likewise, it is assumed that the supervisors discuss the grading before
meeting the external examiner, and that the proposal for the grade from the main supervisor reflects
the co-supervisor's assessment to a reasonable extent.

In connection with the grading, it must be assessed to what extent the student fulfils the goals for
the BA or MA thesis. As the individual subject areas use different theory and method, the two
supervisors will each have to base their assessment of the dissertation on their own subject area’s
theory and method, including whether the student has chosen theories, methods and data that are
relevant to answering the chosen research question as noted in the description of qualifications in
the course description.

The grade must be given on the basis of the requirements stated in the course description in the
study regulations. If the student has chosen to write a co-supervised BA thesis, the research
question will have to contain elements from both subject areas, for MA theses this is a requirement
in all cases. The degree of integration of political science and economics in the substantial
presentation must therefore be taken into account in the grading. The requirements for the degree of
integration are assumed to be greater in the MA thesis than in the BA thesis. The overall purpose of
the dissertation must also be included in the assessment, and thus the function of the respective
subject areas in the dissertation must be taken into account. For example, in some cases it may be
sufficient to fulfil the purpose that a subject area primarily has a supporting function and is
therefore predominantly descriptive without a deeper analysis (see the description above).

If the supervisors and the external examiner assess that a subject area is not included with a
sufficient weighting, so that the dissertation does not contain both subject areas, it will have a
negative effect on the grade. However, a dissertation cannot be rejected if the requirement regarding
the inclusion of both subject areas is not considered to have been fulfilled to a sufficient degree. A
grade must also be given in these cases. However, it is not possible to pass a dissertation that does
not contain an interdisciplinary element at all. It is not possible to set additional criteria for the

grading, in addition to what is in the description of qualifications in the course description.
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