
 

Institution  University of Calgary, Canada 

Academic calendar 
 
 

The University operates four terms during the academic year:  
 

 Fall Term  13 weeks  September to December   
 Winter Term  13 weeks  January to April   
 Spring Term 6 to 7 weeks May to June 
 Summer Term  6 weeks  July to August   

 
Courses offered during the Spring/Summer carry the same weight as 
if offered in the Fall/Winter sessions. 
 

Full academic 
programme/Course Load 
Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Undergraduate level: 
An undergraduate degree is made up of a total of 40 courses or 120 
credit units which would equate to students taking 5 courses per 
semester for a total of 4 year.  
 
One regular course at the University of Calgary is 3 credit units.  
 
5 courses (15 credit units) is a full course load per semester (fall and 
winter). Native students typically take 4 courses during fall and 
winter semester and then 2 courses during spring semester and 
summer semester. 
 
Graduate level: 
There is no one standard number of courses a student must take per 
semester or during their entire degree. All degrees are made up of 
varying numbers of courses.  
 
One regular course at the University of Calgary is 3 credit units.  
 
4 courses (12 credit units) is a full course load per semester (fall and 
winter). Native students typically take 3 courses during fall and 
winter semester. 

Course catalogue http://ucalgary.ca/admissions/programs (programs)  
 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/course-desc-
main.html  (courses) 

Course level Courses begin at the 200 level: 
 200-level: first year (freshman level) (e.g. GRST 209, 

Classical Mythology and Literature - a first year Greek and 
Roman Studies course) 

 300-level: (senior level) second year (e.g. ANTH 311, 
Primate Behaviour - a second year Anthropology course) 

 400-level: (senior level) third year (e.g. ASPH 401, Galactic 
Astrophysics - a third year Astrophysics course) 

 500-level: (upper level) and fourth year (e.g. HTST 525, 

http://ucalgary.ca/admissions/programs
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/course-desc-main.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/course-desc-main.html


Topics in Canadian Intellectual History - a fourth year 
History course). 500-level courses are also offered as 
graduate level course. 

 600-level and above: graduate level. Most undergraduate 
exchange students cannot access 600-level courses. 

 
Recommendation To obtain credit for 30 ECTS  

It is possible to combine courses from undergraduate level and 
graduate level. Undergraduate courses (3 credits) will count as 6 
ECTS and graduate courses (3 credits) count as 8 ECTS. 
 
You need to take 2 undergraduate (300-400) courses and 2 graduate 
courses (500-600) to obtain 30 ECTS credits. 
 
Undergraduate level  
If you only take undergraduate courses:  
 
4 courses per semester for Fall or Winter semester (3 credit hours 
per course) will be transferred with 25 ECTS. 
 
1 course (3 credit hours course) in Spring or Summer semester will 
be transferred with 5 ECTS. 
 
5 courses (4 in Fall or Winter and 1 course in either Spring or 
Summer) will be transferred with 30 ECTS. 
 
NB: Course selection is extremely limited during our Spring and 
Summer semesters and the list of courses being offered does not 
come out until around mid-March. You would need to be quite 
flexible in order to find courses that would work for you. 
 
Graduate level  
If you only take graduate courses:  
 
3 courses (9 credit units) will be transferred with 25 ECTS. 

Credit equivalency 
 

Undergraduate level (courses at 200-400): 
15 credit hours = 30 ECTS 
12 credit hours = 25 ECTS 
3 credit hours  = 6 ECTS 
1 credit hours = 2 ECTS 
 
Graduate level (courses at 500 and above): 
12 credit hours  = 30 ECTS 
9 credit hours = 25 ECTS 
3 credit hours = 8 ECTS 
1 credit hour = 2,5 ECTS 

 


