
Institution  University of Canterbury, New Zealand  

Academic calendar 
 
 

Semester 1:  Mid February – End June 
Semester 2: Beginning July – Mid November 
Summer School: Mid November – Mid March 
 

Full academic programme 
 

Undergraduate level:  
Most bachelor degrees require 360 credits. These will be 
completed over three years, studying full time. There are a few 
bachelor degrees that require 480 credits and are normally 
completed over four years of full-time study (e.g. engineering). 
Students are required to take not less than 120 per year or not 
less than 60 points per semester. Each course is typically worth 
15 credits.  
 
Graduate level:  
Master degree programmes typically require 240-credits in 
total. Part one, which is the first year, consists of courses and is 
normally studied full-time over two semesters which means that 
students are required to take 60 points per semester. Each 
course is typically worth 15 credits. Part two is dissertation and 
is completed full-time in one to two years. 

Course catalogue http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/courses/   

Course level Each course has a code of four letters and three numbers. The 
letters show the subject and the numbers show the level. 
 
For example, MATH101 is a Mathematics course at 100 level and 
ENGL201 is an English course at 200 level. 

 
• 000-level range is used for pre-degree preparatory 

programme courses 
• 100-level courses are for first year courses 
• 200-level and 300-level courses represent advanced-level 

undergraduate courses 
• 400, 500 and 600-level are postgraduate, honours and 

master's level courses 
• 700-level range is used for PhDs 
 
Undergraduate courses in Science 
300 level courses are the most advanced undergraduate 
courses. 400 level courses are graduate courses and 
undergraduate exchange students are not eligible to take 400 
level courses, unless students have been granted admission to a 
Postgraduate Certificate of Proficiency.  
 
Undergraduate courses in Engineering  
400 level courses are classed as undergraduate courses. 
Exchange students may be permitted to take 400 level courses if 

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/courses/


they have the necessary pre-requisites and the approval of the 
relevant department.  

Recommendation Undergraduate and graduate level:  
4 courses of each 15 credits will be transferred with 30 ECTS  
 

ECTS equivalency 
 

Undergraduate and graduate level:  
60 credits = 30 ECTS 

 


