
Institution  University of Toronto 

Academic calendar 
 
 

 Full Academic Year (September to April) 

 Fall semester (September to December) 

 Winter semester (January to April) 

 Summer session (May to August) 

Full academic program 
 

Undergraduate level: 
Most bachelor degrees are four years and are made up of 20.0 
units. A full-course load per semester is 5 (0,5 units of credit) 
courses or 2.5 credits. 
 
Graduate level: 
There is no one standard number of courses or credit units 
students must take per semester or during their entire degree. All 
degrees are made up of varying number of courses and credit units.  
 
4 (0,5 units) courses or 2.0 credits are considered a full course load 
per semester (fall and winter). 

Course catalogue http://www.cie.utoronto.ca/Exchange-Programs/Students-From-
Abroad/Inbound-Exchange-Options.htm#UTSG Science and 
Engineering 

Course level Every University of Toronto course (also called an "academic 
activity") is identified by a code with the following elements: 

 3 letters denoting the department or college sponsoring the 
course 

 3 numbers denoting the level of difficulty 
 1 letter indicating the credit or full-course equivalent (FCE) 

value (H = 0.5 credit, Y = 1.0 credit) 
 1 number indicating the campus (1 = St. George , 3 = 

Scarborough, 5 = Mississauga) 

For example, ANT 100Y1 is a 100-level course taught by the 
Department of Anthropology, with a credit value of 1.0, taught at 
the St. George campus. 

The section code is indicated at the very end of the course code 
(the last letter), and indicates the academic semester that a course 
is being offered. The regular academic year is divided into two 
semesters/terms, each consisting of 13 weeks of classes: 

 F = First Term (September to December) 
 S = Second Term (January to April) 
 Y = Full Year (September to April) 

For example: 
ANT 100Y1 Y = 1.0 credit course offered September to April  



HIS 232H1 F = 0.5 credit course offered September to December  
PHY 110Y1 S = 1.0 credit course offered January to April 

Undergraduate-level (Bachelor degree) 
These courses usually have a course code with a number in the 
hundreds: 
100-level** = first year of undergraduate degree (for example, GGR 
124Y) 
200-level = second year (for example, POL 208Y) 
300-level = third year (for example, CHM 325H) 
400-level = fourth year (for example, PHL 440H) 
500-level = fifth year (for example, MIE 515H) 
 
Some departments offer 500-level courses and they are quite 
academically demanding. They are usually taught in conjunction 
with graduate students.  
  
**Some 100-level courses are not open to exchange students 
because they are intended only for first-year university students 
(for example, VIC 100-level courses, ELL010H1). 
  
Graduate-level (Master degree, PhD) 
These courses usually have a course code with a number in the 
thousands: 
1000-level = introductory graduate-level (for example, ECO 1011H) 
2000-level = specialized graduate-level (for example, PHY 2303H)  
3000-level = advanced graduate-level (for example, STA 3431H) 
4000, 5000 and 6000-level = highest level graduate courses 

Recommendation Undergraduate:  
5 courses (each 0.5 units) per semester will be transferred with 30 
ECTS. 
 
Graduate:  
4 courses (each 0.5 units) per semester will be transferred with 30 
ECTS. 

ECTS equivalency 
 

Undergraduate level: 
0,5 unit = 6 ECTS 
2.5 units = 30 ECTS 
 
Graduate level: 
0,5 unit = 8 ECTS 
2,0 units = 30 ECTS 

 


