
Institution  University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA 

Academic calendar 
 
 

Spring: Mid-January to Mid-May 
Summer: End May to August 
Fall: September to End December 

Full academic program 
 

Undergraduate level:  
To receive a bachelor's degree from UW–Madison, students must 
earn a minimum of 120 degree credits over a period of four years. 
Annually, they should complete at least one quarter of the total 
credits needed to complete the degree. Or they should complete at 
least one-eighth of required credits each fall and spring semester. 
 
The workload for one academic year corresponds to 30 credits or 15 
credits per term (spring or fall).  
 
Most courses are 3-4 credits. 
 
Graduate level: 
A minimum of 30 credit hours must be taken. The MSc degree must 
be completed within a period of 5 years.  
It is possible to enroll for a minimum of 8 credits or a maximum of 
15 credits per term. Graduate students should NOT enroll in more 
than 12 credits per term. A regular graduate student would be 
required to get Dean's permission to go beyond 12, and this is not 
often granted.  
 
A full workload for one semester corresponds to 12 credits per term 
(spring or fall).  
 
Most courses are 3-4 credits. 

Course catalogue http://www.wisc.edu/academics/catalogs.php  
 
http://public.my.wisc.edu/portal/f/u124l1s4/normal/render.uP 
(course guide) 

Course level  Courses numbered under 300 (100-299) are undergraduate-
level courses. 

 Courses in the 300-699 range may be taken for credit by both 
undergraduate and graduate students;  

 Courses in the 300-499 range are generally considered 
intermediate level 

 Courses in the 500-699 range are generally considered 
advanced level. 

 
Graduate students taking courses numbered 300-699 are expected 
to do graduate-level work, though they are enrolled in an 
undergraduate level course. The 300-699 range is not intended to 
include undergraduate-only, elementary level courses. Courses in 

http://www.wisc.edu/academics/catalogs.php
http://public.my.wisc.edu/portal/f/u124l1s4/normal/render.uP


the 700-999 range are open only to graduate students 

Recommendation Undergraduate level:  
A full course load per semester (fall or spring) is 5 courses (15 credit 
hours).  
 
5 courses per semester for Fall or Spring semester (15 credit hours 
will be transferred with 30 ECTS. 
 
Graduate level: 
A full course load per semester (fall or spring) is 4 courses (12 credit 
hours). 

ECTS equivalency 
 

Undergraduate level:  
15 credit hours = 30 ECTS 
3 credit hours = 6 ECTS 
 
Graduate level: 
12 credit hours = 30 ECTS 
3 credit hours = 8 ECTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


